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BACKGROUND

Alberta Printmakers (A/P) Brief Bio

A/P is located on Treaty 7 territory in Mohkinstsis/Calgary, AB Canada. We operate a professional
gallery space within a functional studio environment that centers contemporary printmaking. A/P
supports all experience levels through our studio space, and hosts gallery exhibitions, artist talks,
community events, and outreach opportunities. Our multifunctional space is unique, and encourages
learning, practicing, and experimenting with diverse forms of print media, primarily focusing on
contemporary artwork.

Proposals and Submissions

A/P is committed to utilizing an accessible, equitable and inclusive process of applying for gallery
showings and opportunities. We also use the CARFAC fee schedule to provide paid opportunities for
artists.

2022/2023 CALL FOR PROPOSALS

What is the selection process?

All submissions are viewed by a Jury of approximately 5 people:

At least one staff member from A/P, a representative from the Board of Directors, A/P members
who interact with our facility and understand printmaking and have a familiarity with A/Pʼs
function within the arts community, and an invited external juror with an awareness of
contemporary print media who is not affiliated with A/P.

The A/P Gallery Chair will facilitate the jury selection process, and will not be a voting member
of the jury.

The Jury process will take place in two phases:

Phase 1 will involve the Jury members to individually evaluate the submissions.

Phase 2 will involve a collaborative approach to reviewing the submissions with all members
of the Jury.
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How will submissions be reviewed?

We are looking for the following main components:

● Visual:
o For example: Is the work visually compelling? Does it stir emotional/mental

contemplation?
● Conceptual:

o Ideas / concepts presented in the application are  compelling. (evoking interest,
attention, or admiration in a powerfully irresistible way)

● Technical:

o For example: Is the work technically well-presented? Does it incorporate printmaking?

Other considerations that the jury will discuss include:

Does the proposal centre diverse perspectives, ideas, and/or practices?

Is the exhibition feasible? For example, are there special considerations for installing the work
in our unique space? Will work that is in progress be completed in time? etc.  (See the question
section below for more details about feasibility)

How should I send the files in my submission?

If the file is text-based, please submit this in PDF format; PDF  format is generally universal between
operating systems.

If you are sending audio files please use an mp3 format file, or a web file.

For Video Files: Please submit as an mp4.  Additionally, the video should be limited to 5 minutes long
to keep an equal balance of the jurorʼs time for each applicant.

For Image Files: Photos are best taken in natural light. This will create the most true to life color. When
submitting photos, please use JPEG format, and ensure the size is a suitable size for the viewer.
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How many Photos should I submit?

5-10 images of supporting material.

Please submit these with a material list.

The materials list should include a written list that corresponds with each image that you
include in your submission.  When writing this list, please refer to the file name of each image
(see below), and what each image (i.e., if an image is of an artwork, please include the title,
medium, and size. When listing size, please indicate if this is in centimeters or inches).

Please also save the files with your name in the filename. A suggested filename is:
01_Lastname.jpg

This will prevent any confusion on the Jurorʼs end and prevent any missing or
confused files. It also means if there is something in a file we need to clarify with you,
we can easily ask for a very specific file.

What if I have a website that already has my portfolio, etc?

If you would like to refer the jury to your website, please include a specific URL to the specific images
that you would like the jury to view corresponding with your proposal.  These can also be outlined in a
a materials list.

Additional Details

**If you are chosen to exhibit your work, A/P will send an exhibition contract to outline the agreement
between artist and organization. A/P will also require a list of materials and value of items for
insurance purposes at that time.
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ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS FROM SESSION PARTICIPANTS

Is the Jury Blind?

No, each juror will be reviewing your full proposal, including names and any other artist information
that you submit. We strive for equality and fairness through a collaborative approach among the
jurors, where submissions are discussed as a group. Additionally, jurors will disclose to the group if
they have special knowledge of or affiliation with an applicant, and steps will be taken to remove any
bias or conflict of interest that may be of concern.

What if we have a proposal that includes Light/Sound/Projections?

If we can feasibly make it work in our space, we will accommodate set up – please keep in mind we
have a modest budget so if there are specific extras regarding equipment that are required for the set
up, some additional coordination must be considered. That said, we have in the past hosted
exhibitions that included audio (some  through speakers, and some through headphones),
projections, and/or video monitors.

How Tall is the Wooden Rail?

Approximately 80 inches.

What is the ceiling like?

The ceiling is a dome shape, which is also concrete like the gallery walls. We do have 2 anchors that are
made of rock-climbing accoutrement, which can suspend various things from the ceiling if required or
desired.

Do we need to edition the work?

Editions are not necessarily a requirement, if you want to label them that way, thatʼs perfectly fine, but
work will be considered individually as well (as in not a large edition of prints). We have exhibited both
editioned work, as well as many site-specific installations of printed work that is not editioned.

Do we need to specify which paper we use?

You can if you like, however there is no need unless the paper is significant to your
concept/practice/artwork in some way.
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Can we submit unfinished work? Or work that is similar to previously finished work that has
similar or same concepts?

You may. Finished work may lead to a stronger submission, however, if your submission and sample
images are adequate to allow the jury to anticipate what is to be exhibited, this is  fine.

How many submissions are being accepted?

We plan to take 4-6. This will depend on our forthcoming budget.

Does the artist need to be there?

A/P encourages artists who do not reside in Mohkinstsis/Calgary to visit, however this is not required. If
you are unable to travel to install/strike the exhibition, A/P volunteers and staff will provide this.
Please note that A/P does not have a budget to bring artists to Mohkinstsis/Calgary from elsewhere.

Is there a reception?

A/P hosts an opening or closing reception for each exhibition  with adherence to the current AB Health
guidelines. In the event that an in-person reception is not possible, we will facilitate an online
component if needed at this time.

Do you sell the work?

A/P is a non-profit organization that prioritizes exhibitions that  share and educate rather than
promote the sale of the work. However, if needed, A/P would assist in the sale of work if a visitor is
interested in a piece, and the artist indicates that a work may be available for sale.

Is A/P a charitable foundation?

Currently A/P is a not-for-profit organization under the Societyʼs Act for Alberta. We are aiming to
become a charitable organization in the future.


